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PAEDIATRIC SURGICAL SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT – ST GEORGE HOSPITAL  

1. Purpose A guide to the admission of patients less than 16 years who are admitted 
under specific paediatric / surgical services at St George Hospital. 

2. Risk Rating Low 

3. National 
Standards  

1 – Clinical Governance 

5 – Comprehensive Care 

6 – Communicating for Safety 

4. Employees it 
Applies to  

All staff working across paediatric, critical care and/or surgical services at 
St George Hospital: 

▪ Emergency 

▪ Anaesthetics 

▪ General Surgery 

▪ Neurosurgery 

▪ ENT Surgery 

▪ Orthopaedic Surgery 

▪ Plastic Surgery 

▪ Urology 

▪ Intensive Care Unit 

▪ Department of Paediatrics 

▪ Radiology 

▪ Trauma Department 

▪ Ophthalmology 

 

5. PROCESS  

• To ensure appropriate early referral, bed management and patient flow for patients aged less than 16 
years presenting to ED with a surgical emergency. 

DEFINITIONS 

Paediatric: A patient is considered paediatric until their 16th birthday. 

 

5.1 APPROACH 

• In July 2014, NSW Kids and Families released the NSW Health Surgery for Children in 
Metropolitan Sydney: Strategic Framework, Implementation Plan and the ED Algorithm 
Template. A key objective of the Framework is to ensure safe and appropriate care of children 
presenting to all Emergency Departments with potential surgical conditions. The ED Algorithm 
Template (Appendix 1) was designed for local adaptation / implementation.  

• This document acknowledges the existence of the ‘Management of the Critically injured Child’ at 
SGH, which endorses and acknowledges the occasional, but imperative, need for critical life, 
limb and sight saving procedures to be performed on children outside of the regular scope of 
work of the treating clinicians. 

• The following table defines an agreed provision of service in an effort to respond to the 
document NSW Health Surgery for Children in Metropolitan Sydney: Strategic Framework, 
Implementation Plan, the implied aim of which is to reduce the age for ENT, Plastic and 
Orthopaedic surgery at St George Hospital to children aged 3 years and older and to reduce the 
age for non-complex abdominal or general surgery to children aged 12 years and older, this 
allowing appropriate care of our patient’s in our local area and paediatric skill retention. 

• Testicular torsion is a separate consideration and should be noted that if a patient is determined 
to have torsion at time of presentation and is less than 12 years of age, they should be 
discussed immediately with a Urology consultant directly.  

 

Note: St George Hospital does not have on-site ophthalmological surgical capability 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
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Service 
Minimum acceptable age 
for Surgery or surgical 

admission at SGH 

Anaesthetic 
Agreement 

Department 
Signatory 

Paediatric co-admission 

Exceptions/Considerations 

General Surgery Age 12 and above Yes Dr David Lubowski 
Children > 7 but < 12 years of age can be managed on 
a case by case basis in discussion with Surgical AMO 

Urology Age 12 and above Yes Dr David Malouf 
If patient determined to have torsion at time of 
presentation and  <12 years of age, discuss 
immediately  with consultant directly 

ENT Age 3 and above Yes Dr Michael Farrell 

Paediatrician will be AMO2 if < 6 yrs 

Possible limitations with paediatric surgical equipment, 
paediatric surgical and paediatric anaesthetic skill and 
currency. To be discussed on case by case basis. 

Plastic Surgery Age 3 and above Yes Dr Darrell Perkins 

Paediatrician will be AMO2 if < 6 yrs 

Hand injuries to be referred to SCH 

Burns that don’t require transfer to Westmead Burns 
Unit, but need admission can be admitted at SGH 

Orthopaedic 
Surgery 

Age 3 and above Yes Dr Rob Molnar 

Paediatrician will be AMO2 if < 6 yrs 

Complex injuries or prolonged stays may be referred 
SCH 

Neurosurgery Age 12 and above Yes Dr Mark Davies Needs ICU support 

ICU Age 12 and above Yes Dr Frank van Haren 
Paediatrician will be AMO2 if < 

12 – 15 years 

Emergency 
Department 

Assess all age presentations Yes Dr Jacqui Weeden Facilitate urgent treatment, referral and/or transfer 
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Service (cont) 
Minimum acceptable age 
for Surgery or surgical 

admission at SGH 

Anaesthetic 
Agreement 

Department 
Signatory 

Paediatric co-admission 

Exceptions/Considerations 

Department of 
Paediatrics 

All children for whom a 
[general or subspecialty] 
surgical condition can be 
admitted to the paediatric 
ward under the surgeons 

N/A Dr Bob Fonseca 

Surgeon will be AMO1 and paediatric staff will be 
AMO2 till surgical problem excluded.  As AMO2, 
paediatric staff will be available to advise on analgesia 
and fluids and review patient as requested. 

Department of 
Trauma 

Age 12 and above Yes Dr Mary Langcake 
Single system injury 

Case by case basis 

Ophthalmology Nil capability at any age No Sydney Eye Hospital Lateral canthotomy/cantholysis on site as needed 
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6. Cross References NSW Health Surgery for Children in Metropolitan Sydney: Strategic 
Framework, Implementation Plan 

SGH ICU WPI 014 Management of the paediatric patient  

SGH BR758 Management of the Critically injured Child at SGH 

7. Keywords Paediatric, surgical, agreement  

8. Document 
Location 

SGH-TSH Business Rule intranet page under ED, Trauma, Paediatrics, 
Anaesthetics, ICU 

9. External 
References 

Nil 

10. Consumer 
Advisory Group 
(CAG)  

Not applicable 

11. Implementation 
and Evaluation Plan 

Including education, 
training, clinical notes 
audit, knowledge 
evaluation audit etc 

Implementation: 

The document will be published on the SGH-TSH business rule 
webpage and distributed via the monthly SGH-TSH CGD report. 

Evaluation: 

Monitoring IMS+, incidents tabled for discussion at department Patient 
Safety & Quality Committee meetings. 

12. Knowledge 
Evaluation 

Q1: What is the age cut-off for considering a child an adult for 
admission 

A1: Children are managed by adult services once they turn 16 

Q2: At what age should all children with surgical needs be managed at 
SGH? 

A2: Children aged 12 and older should remain at SGH for their 
management of any standard surgical presentation 

Q3: At what age should ENT, Plastics and orthopaedics care for 
children at SGH 

A3: Aged 3 and above 

13. Who is 
Responsible  

Medical Director Emergency Department, SGH 

  

Approval for: PAEDIATRIC SURGICAL SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT – ST GEORGE 
HOSPITAL  

Nurse Manager (SGH) Name/position: Melanie Lax Nurse Manager | Emergency 
Department 

Date: 18.10.2022 

Nurse Manager (TSH) Name/position: Jacqui Weeden, Director, Emergency Department 

Date: 30.09.2022 

Executive Sponsor  Name/Position: Hayley Smithwick, Divisional Director 

Date: 08.11.2022 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
http://seslhdweb.seslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/SGH/Business_Rules/Clinical/ICU/default.asp
http://seslhdweb.seslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/SGH/Business_Rules/Clinical/ICU/default.asp
http://seslhdweb.seslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/SGH/Business_Rules/Clinical/Emergency/default.asp#P
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Contributors to ClBR  

E.g. CNC, Medical 
Officers (names and 
position title/specialty) 

Contribution: 

Donovan Dwyer, Staff Specialist Emergency Department  

Consultation: 

Andrew Bridgeman (Divisional Director Surgery) 

Dr David Lubowski (Surgery)  

Dr Frank van Haren , Intensive Care Unit  

Dr Bob Fonseca, Director of Paediatrics  

Dr Jacqueline Weedan, Director of Emergency Department  

Dr Mary Langcake, Director of Trauma  

Dr Darrell Perkins (Plastics),  

Dr Mark Davies (Neuro-surgery) 

Dr Michael Farrell (ENT) 

Dr David Malouf (Urology  

Dr Robert  Molnar (Orthopaedics), 

Dr Elizabeth Mackson (Anaesthetics) 

 

Revision and Approval History 

Revision 
Date 

Revision 
number 

Reason Coordinator/Author (Position) 
Revision 
Due 

Nov 2022 0  New Kate Jarrett (A/CNC) Nov 2027 

 

General Manager’s Ratification 

Name: Angela Karooz (SGH)  Date: 09.112.2022 
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Appendix 1:  Surgery for children in the Metropolitan Sydney – ED Algorithm template 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/kidsfamilies/paediatric/Pages/surgery-for-children-framework.aspx
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