
Patient Information for 
Antibiotic Infusors

Please also refer to a patient guide booklet provided along with the 
infusor or ask your Nurse, Doctor or Pharmacist for further information.

What is an infusor?

This is a lightweight, disposable pump containing 
medication, usually an appropriate dose antibiotic 
ordered for an individual. The antibiotic is contained in 
a balloon reservoir inside a rigid casing. No batteries 
are used in the infusor and it does not make any noise. 

It is used to give a slow, continuous infusion into 
your bloodstream through your intravenous line. 
This allows antibiotic treatment to be given over a 
specified time at home. When filled with antibiotic 
the balloon deflates and slowly pushes the antibiotic 
through your intravenous line at a fixed rate. As this 
happens, the balloon gradually becomes smaller and 
moves down the scale on the side of the outer casing 
You should check this several times throughout the 
day, to see the remaining volume. 

The infusor is supplied with a bag and a belt, 
which you wear around your waist. Place the infusor 
and the line on the bed side table or on top of the 
covers whilst sleeping.

How long does an infusor last for?

Most infusors are scheduled to last for 24 hours. 
The infusor needs to be changed at approximately 
the same time each day. This may be done on your 
own once you have received training and assessed 
as competent by the HiTH Virtual team. 

At the time of changing the infusor, the old tubing 
will be disconnected, the intravenous line flushed 
with a sterile solution, and a new infusor attached. 
The infusor will run automatically as soon as the 
clamp/s are opened.

What are the benefits of an infusor?

You can have your treatment at home. This allows 
you to continue with your daily activities rather than 
staying in hospital throughout the treatment.

What are the risks of an infusor?

The infusor can occasionally stop working or will 
empty sooner than anticipated. These problems do 
not happen often but, if they do occur, you should 
immediately contact the HiTH Virtual team. The rate 
of infusion can be affected by temperature around the 
infusor so do not place it near heating objects or under 
the blanket .

How do I store the infusor?

Your spare infusors usually need to be stored in the 
refrigerator, sealed inside its outer wrapping. The 
infusors should be kept out of the reach of children.

How can I shower?

You can shower with your infusor as there is no 
electricity or battery. No baths or swimming are 
allowed as the intravenous line and infusor should 
not be submerged under water.
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